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(57) A facilities monitoring and control Intranet is de- 
fined by two separate and independent communication 
links, one for supporting communication between facil- 
ities infrastructure equipment and a monitoring device 
and one for supporting communication between the 
monitoring device in a system server in a sen/er/client 
architecture. A communication link between facilities 
equipment and their associated client monitor is adapt- 
ed to confonn to each infrastnjcture device's vendor de- 
fined communication interface and supports communi- 
cation between a facilities device and its client monitor 
in the infrastructure device's native language protocol 
One or more client devices are coupled to a system 
serverthrough a network link, with the network adapted 
to support TCP/IP packet-based data transmission pro- 
tocols. The system server provides initial set-up param- 
eters and continuing operating instructions to each cli- 
ent device over the network link. Subsequently, client 
devices carry out normal monitoring functions locally, 
over their local communfeatlon link. Intervention by the 
system sender is no longer required unless and until a 
client device detennines that one of its supported pieces 
of infrastructure equipment is functioning outside of its 
nonnal operating parameters. The System sen/er gives 
the appropriate control infonnation to the client which 
communicates the control code to the out-of-parameter 
device in its native language protocol. The system then 
reverts to its local configuration, with the client device 
only communicating with the system sender on a period- 
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